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would have been wiser not to ; though not all were so
unfortunate as the European lady in an Agra hotel who
caused the comment, in a male voice, " Well, nobody could
say that she looks like a sack tied in the middle. Who ever
heard of making a sack out of a bit of silk like that! "
Fortunately for my peace of mind, the bulk of the pro-
ceedings was conducted in English. One Indian woman
after another, Hindu, Parsee, Christian, went to the micro-
phone and expressed themselves with clarity and assurance
on the problems of the day in relation to women and children.
At the inaugural ceremony, there was only one exception to
the predominance of the English language. The Ranisaheb
of Phalton read her opening address in English and then
explained that she had been asked to give impressions of
her recent trip to America. To my chagrin, she went on
to do so in Marathi, one of the two-hundred-odd languages
of India, of which I understand not a word. Judging by
the appreciative chuckles from the delegates, or at least a
section of them, it was a loss. At the same time it was an
admirable illustration of the reason for the common use of
English ; for it transpired in conversation later on that the
majority of the Indian women there knew as little of what
she had said about America as I did.
There were a few government officials and reporters in
the audience at that opening session, but the only man on
the platform was the Right Reverend Dr. Gracias, resplen-
dent in a long white robe, a dark pink sash and bright pink
socks. His speech was one which might have been delivered
in any country where women have held equality with men
for generations. By shutting one's eyes to obscure the
vision of the lean Goanese figure, unusually tall, but other-
wise typically Indian, it was easy to imagine that one had
been transported by supernatural means to a gathering in
the Middle West, and was listening to light-hearted anecdotes
from a visiting church dignitary there on the superior
common sense of women.